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Chanksgiving Litany 


It isa good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord, and to sing praises unto the 
name of the Most High. Offer unto 
Him sacrifices of thanksgiving, and utter 
the memory of His great goodness. 


O Lord, open Thou our lips, 
And our mouth shall show forth 
Thy praise. 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
from whom cometh down every good 
and perfect gift, we call to remem- 
brance Thy loving-kindness and Thy 
tender mercies which have ever been 
of old, and with grateful hearts we 
would lift up to Thee the voice of our 
thanksgiving. 


For all the gifts which Thou hast be- 
stowed upon us, 

For the life Thou hast given us and the 
world in which we live: 


We praise Thee, O God. 


For the work we are enabled to do, and 

For the truth we are permitted to learn; 

For whatever of good there has been 
in our lives, 

For all the hopes and aspirations which 
lead us onward to better things: 


We praise Thee, O God. 


For the order and constancy of nature; 

For the beauty and bounty of the world; 

For day and night, summer and winter, 
seedtime and harvest; 

For the varied gifts of loveliness and 
use which every season brings: 


We praise Thee, O God. 


For the autumn with all its glories; 

For the harvest with its boundless store; 

For all the fruits of the earth that glad- 
den and sustain the life of man: 


We praise Thee, O God. 


For all the comforts and gladness of 
life; 

For our homes and all our home bless- 
ings; 

For our friends and all the pure pleas- 
ures of social intercourse: 


We praise Thee, O God. 


For all true knowledge of Thee and 
Thy love, and the world in which we 
live; 

For the life of truth and righteousness 
and divine communion to which 
Thou hast called us: 


We praise Thee, O God. 


For prophets and apostles, and all earn- 
est seekers after truth; 


For all lovers and helpers of nj 
and all godly and gifted m® 
women: 


For all the blessings of civilizatic 
government, and legislation; 

For education and all the privile 
enjoy through literature, scien 
art; 

For the help and counsel of tho 
are wiser and better than ou 


We praise Thee, O God, 


And most of all, and above all, 
For the gift of Thy Son Jesus” 
and all helps and hopes wh 
ours as His disciples; : 
For His life and death — His reg 
tion and ascension for our re 
tion; 


Holy Spirit and for all the min 
of Thy truth and grace: 


For communion with Thee, the } 
of our spirits; 
For the light and peace that are ¢ 
through trust and obedience t 
Word: 


We praise Thee, O God 


For the desire and power to help: 
For every opportunity of servi 
generation according to Thy 
manifesting the grace of Chit 
men: 
We. praise Thee, O God. 


For all the discipline of life; 

For the tasks and trials by whi 
are trained to patience, self- 
edge, and self-conquest; 

For all the circumstances which 
us into closer sympathy wit 
suffering brethren; 

For troubles which have lifted us 
Thee and drawn us into deepe 
dependence on Jesus Christ: 


We praise Thee, O Goa 


For the faith which dispels the s 
of earth and fills the saddest ¢ 
last moments of life with tt 
of an immortal hope: 


We praise Thee, O God 


God of all grace and love, V 
praised Thee with our lips; 
Grant that we may also pral 
in consecrated and faithful | 
Thine honor and glory, throu; 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Grants Valpo 
itical Nuclear 
or Materials 


Atomic Energy Commission has 
ed Valparaiso University’s re- 
> build a subcritical reactor. 
April the university, through its 
ment of Physics and with the 
of its administration, submitted 
AEC in Washington, D.C., a 
il that the commission supply 
1iso University with nuclear ma- 
to build a subcritical reactor. 
t week in October the university 
ormed by the AEC that it had 
>d the proposal. The approval 
hat Valparaiso is now in a posi- 
set up a program in nuclear- 
technology. 

subcritical reactor will be used 
basic laboratory’s facility in a 
in reactor physics, which is now 
ught at the university. Present 
aclude extension and improve- 
* laboratory offerings in nuclear 


ar as is known, the only other 
related institution which  re- 
imilar assistance from the AEC 
lic U. in Washington, D.C. 

airmen of the Department of 
‘at Valparaiso are Drs. Manuel 
scher and Armin Wm. Manning. 


Judge Rules 
tions to Alien-Aid 
Unenforceable 


ran Refugee Service of the Na- 
vutheran Council joined in a 
New York City last month that 
-in a court ruling of marked 
Ince for regular and emergency 
tion to the U.S. 

tipal Court Justice Henry Sil- 
a precedent-setting decision 
enforceable the affidavits of 
filled out by sponsors of nearly 
grants who entered this coun- 
1924, when legislation govern- 
ssion Of aliens was first enacted. 
: first court test to determine 
onsibility placed on those who 
jimmigrants, Justice Silverman 
at the affidavits constitute 
but not a legal obligation.” 
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Such affidavits have been filed for 


more than 90 per cent of the nearly 
6,000,000 immigrants admitted to the 
U.S. in the past 33 years. An opposite 
ruling would have opened the way for 
the collection of millions in claims by 
state and city agencies against sponsors. 

In the test case, California brought 
suit against a former New York couple 
who in 1948 signed an affidavit of sup- 
port to bring a nephew to the U.S. 
from Yugoslavia. 

The nephew, suffering a mental break- 
down, was a patient in state hospitals 
in California from 1951 to 1955. The 
next year, California’s Department of 
Mental Hygiene sued the couple for 
$4,721, cost of their nephew’s care. 

As friends of the court, Lutheran 
Refugee Service and five other volun- 
tary agencies, bringing thousands of 
regular immigrants and refugees to the 
U.S. since World War II, joined in 
fighting the suit. 

Dismissing the case, the justice said 
the affidavits of support were merely 
a device used by the State Department 
to satisfy the legal requirement that 
aliens could not be admitted if they 
were considered likely to become pub- 
lic charges. There is no law requiring 
the filing of such affidavits, he said, 
and without such a law the Govern- 
ment cannot require sponsors to sign 
a legally binding contract. If Congress 


i 


Bank” Receives $20, 000 ) Check | 


Pres. P. W. Streufert, Southern District; Harold Ave-Lallemant; Rev. O. H. Reinboth. 


“God’s 


Seated, |. to r.: 
Standing: Rev. Hy. Meyer, Thos, Bean, C. 
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Walters, 


intended to require such contracts, it 
would have specified their limitations. 

In a formal resolution, the NLC 
asked the U.S. Government to clarify 
the responsibility placed upon the spon- 
sor of a refugee admitted to this 
country. 


Churchmen Push Move 
To Relate Religion with Law 


Episcopal churchmen have initiated 
a movement to increase awareness of 
the relation between law and religion. 
Other interested groups include Meth- 
odists, Baptists, Lutherans, Presbyte- 
rians, and Congregationalists. 

William Stringfellow, attorney for the 
East Harlem Protestant Parish in New 
York and Episcopal counselor to law 
students at New York and Columbia 
universities, will visit more than a third 
of the law schools in the U.S. during 
the coming months. He will discuss 
with the students and the instructors 
the relation between law and theology. 
The aims of a national conference on 
the Christian vocation of the modern 
lawyer will also be considered. 

The conference, to be held at the 
U. of Chicago Law School next Sep- 
tember, will be sponsored by the United 
Student Christian Council, on whose 
behalf Mr. Stringfellow is making the 


’ tour. 


Geo. Heintzen, L. Allenstein. 
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U. of Illinois Radio Station WILL has 
Marjorie Greenwood, ’57 alumna, on staff. 
Rev. E. H. Heintzen (left), of Synod’s Uni- 
versity Lutheran Chapel, gives one of the 
daily devotional messages over WILL. 


ESQUIRE 

Dr. Martin E. Straumanis, member of 
Immanuel Church, Rolla, Mo., and Ful- 
bright professor, lectures at Vienna In- 
stitute of Technology. See page 5S. 
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ease 


Artificial cow with built in “moo” reminds Sunday school pupils of Oahu, 
to help elders in mission project — buying a milk cow for missionaries i. 
Guinea, Cathy Cutler, 3, and Dr. David Beyer, lay member of PTR 
Committee, Honolulu. 


Glenn Crumley, Bluff City, Tenn., poultry farmer, and his son Claude, 1 / 
the organ for Trinity Lutheran Church at Bristol. Organ building was 
project for them, but they succeeded. See page 5. 
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allurgy Expert 
tures in Vienna 


t. Martin E. Straumanis, research 
sssor Of metallurgy at the Missouri 
ol of Mines in Rolla, has been 
ed a Fulbright professorship at 
Vienna Institute of Technology. 
ithor of 156 scientific articles and 
thor of two books, he has devel- 
the internationally recognized 
manis technique for X-ray-defec- 
measurements. 
- Straumanis, son of a Lutheran 
r, was professor of chemistry at 
_ Latvia, until Russia invaded the 
> countries. The family escaped 
ermany. Later the Straumanises 
rated to Rolla, Mo. 
the Congress of the International 
n of Crystallography last summer, 
elivered an essay on titanium tri- 
, Which he had prepared with his 
ague, T. Ejima, coauthor. 
. and Mrs. Straumanis, who left 
Vienna in August, are communi- 
members of Immanuel Lutheran 
ch, Rolla. Their daughter Liene 
ie of four children — attended Im- 
iel’s parochial school and is now 
ird-year student at Concordia 
hers College, River Forest, Il. 
ir. Straumanis is also an accom- 
2d pianist,” reports his pastor, Rev. 
am J. Friederichs. “He practices 
n hour or two daily.” 


ltry Farmer and Son 
d Church Organ 


though Glenn Crumley, a Bluff 
Tenn., poultry farmer, and his 
ar-old son Claude knew practically 
ng about building an organ for 
church, they undertook the task. 
sed in a console of red oak, the 
1 is now in use at the new Trinity 
eran Church in Bristol, where the 
ileys are members. 
etween November of last year and 
iry we bought every possible mag- 
on organs to educate ourselves,” 
rked the father. 
ey called on an organ corporation 
sw York which specializes in “kit- 
is,” and paid for the kit themselves. 
th diagrams and __ instructions 
d out in the basement of their 
, they started the tedious construc- 
process. 

ink we put together about 10,000 

tions by the time we completed 

an,” Mr. Crumley said. 

e day Claude installed 700 re- 
” : 


sh of the 12 tone-generators puts 
en different tones for a total of 
19, 1957, 

a ; 


84 notes. “The tone of the entire unit 
is made to imitate as much as possible, 
through electronics, a pipe organ,” the 
father explained. 

The organ has two sets of manuals 
with five octaves on each, a 32-note 
pedal board, 19 stops, and 6 couplers. 

Plenty of work and ingenuity have 
developed the 65-acre Crumley farm 
into a model of efficiency. The farm 
was featured in the American Poultry 
Journal as an example of success de- 
spite low margin between production 
and sale of eggs. 

A high school senior, Claude is in- 
terested in electronics and hi-fi. 

Asked if he ever “felt pushed for 
time in making the organ along with 
running the farm,” the father grinned. 

“Don’t you think a lot of men are 
fooling about time? Show ’em some- 
thing they don’t want to do, and nat- 
urally they can’t find a minute. When 
a man wants to do something, he’s got 
a sight of time.” 


Housewife Buys Clergy 
Diploma for $30.20 


Undercover agent for the subcommit- 
tee on the issuance of degrees of the 
Interim Committee on Education, Mrs. 
Juanita Purviance revealed in Los An- 
geles how she obtained for $30.20 a 
church charter and certificate which 
permits her, as an ordained minister, 
to officiate at marriages, baptisms, and 
burials, and to engage in faith healing. 

Her testimony launched hearings by 
the State Assembly subcommittee into 
California diploma mills. 


oung Lutherans from churches in Texas Panhandle attended camp in the Palo 


Duro Canyon, August 11—16. 
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Mrs. Purviance, 30, of nearby Temple 
City, said she received the documents 
exactly one week after requesting them 
from the Universal Church of the Mas- 
ter, with headquarters at Oakland. The 
only requirements, she said, were a let- 
ter of application and the payment of 
the fee. 

“Thousands of illegitimate diplomas 
have been and are being issued by di- 
ploma mills,’ charged Assemblyman 
Sheridan Hegland of La Mesa. “The 
racket is international in scope, rang- 
ing from Mexico to Italy, France, and 
England. But the center of the plague 
is in this nation, in California. And 
the precise focal point is Los Angeles.” 

Deputy Attorney General James B. 
Loebl, acting counsel for the sub- 
committee, said that 50 to 60 diploma 
mills operate in Los Angeles. 


Swedish Lutherans Reject 
Ordination of Women 


The proposal permitting the ordina- 
tion of women to the ministry of the 
State Lutheran Church of Sweden was 
defeated, 62—36, at the church’s bi- 
ennial convention in Stockholm. The 
effect of the action automatically killed 
the government-sponsored bill previ- 
ously introduced in parliament. 

“Tf the 60,000,000 Lutherans in the 
U.S., Germany, and England thought 
that women should be ordained,” main- 
tained Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothen- 
burg in denouncing the proposal, “they 
would have done it long ago.” 

The State Churches of Denmark and 
Norway ordain women pastors. 
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Rummage Sale Sells 
Election Judges’ Coats 


When autumn crisps the air, people 
begin to think about warmer clothing 
— and coats. 

Two women judges in a special elec- 
tion for St. Charles County, Mo., last 
month were without coats at the end 
of their day of duty. 

The women were working at the polls 
set up in the parish hall of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, St. Charles. In the 
same hall Zion Ladies’ Aid Society of 
Harvester, Mo., was conducting its an- 
nual rummage sale. 

At the opening of the polls, two elec- 
tion judges hung their coats in a cloak- 
room which later in the morning 
became a storeroom for used clothing 
sold by the aid’s group. 

The rummage sale was a _ success. 
Everything was sold, even the coats of 
the two judges. 

Next day the rummage-sale promot- 
ers advertised in a local paper, asking 
purchasers of two hip-length coats to 
return them for refunds. 


ALC Brotherhood Sponsors 
Ministerial Recruitment 


To alleviate the shortage of pastors, 
the Brotherhood of the American Lu- 
theran Church approved a program to 
recruit more men for the ministry. The 
action was taken at the international 
convention of the Brotherhood in Min- 
neapolis last month. 

Joining with the ALC’s youth depart- 
ment, the Brotherhood will sponsor a 
series of conferences throughout the 
country in 1958 and 1959, at which 
young men will be encouraged to con- 
sider the ministry as a profession. 

The Brotherhood launched a schol- 


_arship program for students at ALC 


colleges. 


NEW ORLEANS STATES PHOTO 


Miss Maud Lind 


New Orleans Church Secretary 
Slain, Pastor Slashed 


The murder of Miss Maud Lind, sec- 
retary of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
and the beating and slashing of the pas- 
tor, Dr. Martin W. H. Holls, “outraged 
the whole city of New Orleans,” ac- 
cording to Rev. Paul Streufert, Presi- 
dent of the Southern District. 

A robber killed Miss Lind, 57, after 
kidnaping her and her pastor as they 
left their church after an evening serv- 
ice. They had worked until 11 P. M., 
October 23, on a PTR-mission program. 

Miss Lind was “tortured, smothered, 
and stabbed,” in the words of the New 
Orleans States. Dr. Holls, 69, was 
beaten, bound, and slashed on both 
sides of his neck. He is recovering. 

“The pastors family did not want 


Miss Lind, secretary at St. John’s for 


15 years, to go home alone at night,” 
Pastor Streufert told the WITNEss. 

“Why did the robber have to kill? 
My secretary was such a good woman, 
loved by everyone who knew her,” said 
Dr. Holls, former District President. 

“Her whole life revolved around the 
church and her family,” stated a mem- 
ber of St. John’s. 


Briefly Told 


® Lutheran World Relief has 
3,000,000 pounds of cheese from 
consin to Yugoslavia. The chees 
be distributed by the Red Cro 
1,200 points throughout hard-p 
Yugoslavia. LWR and Church 
Service sent the food for dail 
lunches for 2,000,000 Yugoslav s 
youngsters and 12,000 church wor 
Synod’s LWR_ Director Werne 
Kuntz was at Green Bay, Wis., 
the U.S. Government-donated su 
cheese was loaded onto a frei 
bound for Rijeka. 


@ Newly elected secretary of 
Armed Services Commission is § 
O. C. Busse of St. Paul’s Church, 

catur, Ind. He succeeds the late © 
O. A. Sauer of Richmond, Va. 


@ G. Ronald Reule, M.D., has j 
the staff of the Lutheran Hospit 
Eket, Nigeria, operating under the 
sionary Board of the Synodical C 
ference. Dr. Reule is the son of 
and Mrs. G. Reule, Hillsboro, Ore 


® No Bibles have been printe 
Yugoslavia since it became a Co 
nist-ruled country after World Wa 
The British and Foreign Bible Soc 
in Belgrade is the sole supplier of B 
texts in that country. At one tim 
furnished 60,000 copies a year. 
the society is receiving only 30 Bi 
a month by registered mail. The g 
ernment recently turned back at 
frontier two carloads of Bibles. 


® Paul L. Maier was awarded the 
gree of Doctor of Philosophy sum 
cum laude in October, by the Uni 
sity of Basel. Son of the late Dr. V 
ter A. Maier, who was speaker on 
Lutheran Hour, young Maier studie¢ 
the St. Louis seminary; Harvard; ¢ 
the universities of Heidelberg and Ba 


St. John’s Church, Libby, Mont., used their new school facilities for the second year for their vacation Bible school - 
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BIG? 


By GeruarD P. DoBBERFUHL & 


q one wants to tackle a job that 
) big for him. It is wise, as the 
le tells of the man intending to 
a tower, to count the cost of con- 
‘ing a home. If the builder cannot 
that cost through proper financ- 
the money invested in a_half- 
ed house is wasted. 


ny a large task, on the other hand, 
been accomplished by someone 
regarded as able to perform it. 
< of innumerable men and women 
ind, deaf, crippled — who have 
ed their handicaps to reach high 
, and you gasp in admiration. 

> need to think twice before we say 
Ib is too big. 

me people never read the Bible 
ise they are overwhelmed by its 
} pages. Others who do read it 
‘What message does the Lord have 
is chapter and this verse?” The 
ed Word becomes their delight. 
ndreds of millions now living have 
heard of the Savior — and the 
expects us to give them the Gos- 
Is that job too mammoth? Will 
astness of the task keep us from 
any work at all? Will we give 
fore: we begin? 


oUSANDS of Lutherans regularly 
lip in churches they themselves or 
fathers built. There would be no 
ip in those buildings today if the 
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workmen had looked at the large piles 
of construction materials and had said: 
“Why, there must be 20 tons of timber 
for the tower alone! Who ever heard 
of men lifting 20 tons?” 

But stone by stone, board by board, 
nail by nail, the building was erected, 
and the material became a house of 
worship. 

In like manner the Kingdom grows. 
Prayer by prayer, visit by visit, word 
by word, the church is built. Because 
one Christian witnesses to another, he 
is led to Christ. Then, in turn, he testi- 
fies to another and another. 

For the work of the church at large, 
one Christian gives a dollar a month, 
and the next, five dollars a month. The 
budget is met, and the work goes on. 


But is the job costing too much? 
Members wonder whether Synod could 
not eliminate a project here or cut back 
expansion there, and bring the total 
sum down to a “reasonable” level. 

Today our church requires huge sums 
of money — and they are huge, loom- 
ing up like a mountain as we start on 
the path of a new fiscal year. But when 
these sums are set — and they are set 
only after much prayer and deliberation 
—the church does not say: “We need 
this total amount by next Wednesday.” 
We have 52 weeks in which to climb 
this mountain. 
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“A journey of a thousand miles be- 
gins with but a single step.” Dare we 
make no effort because the goal seems 
out of reach? Trips of two and three 
thousand miles are made by many 
tourists. They plan to drive hundreds 
of miles a day, expect to meet their 
estimates, and set out on their trips. 
The miles follow one another to an 
amazing total. And the travelers are 
happy to have the time, the money, the 
opportunity, and the benefits of the trip. 


IsN’T it much the same with the 
church’s big job? It begins with a single 
prayer and a single dollar. Your prayer 
and gift. Other Christians do likewise. 
The goal is reached. Members of the 
body of Christ are grateful to be alive 
in a day when mission opportunities are 
more frequent than they were a genera- 
tion ago. Thanks to God for modern 
communication and transportation! 

Is the job too big? The answer de- 
pends on your outlook. You can say, 
“Yes, it is too big!” Or you can testify: 
“TI thank God that I have a part — 
small though it may be — in helping to 
spread the good news of salvation.” 
And in His bounty He offers many 
ways: men, missions, welfare agencies, 
printing, radio, television. 

Take the first step and the second 
and the third until your church com- 
pletes its annual program. 
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By AucusT F. BRUNN 


Do you recognize the advantage of 
a grateful heart? Or do you prefer the 
luxury of feeling sorry for yourself or 
of drawing sympathy for compensation? 

If you live in fellowship with God 
through Christ, you wear spectacles 
which tint the whole world with divine 
glory and love. Losses become gains; 
sorrows, harbingers of joy; conflicts, 
avenues to peace. 

The moment you get through to God 
by faith, you view the beauty of His 
holiness in the redeeming love of His 
dear Son and the persevering care of 
the eternal Spirit. 

There you have an outline for thanks- 
giving, an outline which takes its form 
and substance from the three articles of 
the Apostles’ Creed. Follow this plan, 
and you will not find it difficult to give 
thanks to the Lord. 


When you praise and thank God the 
Father, think of: 

the body and soul He has given you, 
your eyes, ears, members, reason, and 
senses; are you grateful for your 
eyesight, hearing, soundness of mind 
and limb? 

His daily concern and provision for 
your physical needs — God has sup- 
plied scientific skills and wonder drugs 
which have added years to most lives; 
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the freedom, peace, and prosperity 
you enjoy under the Father’s gracious 
providence — while people in other 
nations, no less worthy, do not share 
America’s liberties, 
and mechanical comforts of living; 

His protection from personal danger, 
from calamity and regional disaster — 
U. S. highway accidents last year 
claimed 95,000 lives, and fires, floods, 
tornadoes, and hurricanes caused many 
violent deaths; 

the dark valleys of trial through 
which the Almighty carries you, the 
ways of escape His hand opens when 


you despair of deliverance; 


His willingness to hear your prayers 
and bear your burdens despite your un- 
worthiness and disobedience and slow- 
ness to believe. 


When you praise and thank God the 
Son, think of: 

the love that compelled Him to 
come down from heaven, to wear 
human flesh, to be under the Law, to 
suffer, bleed, and die for you —a lost 
and condemned sinner; 

the peace He gives you day by day 
because you know that through His 
sacrifice of love and life you are for- 
given, restored to heavenly sonship; 

His cross, the monumental pledge 
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unbombed cities, 


BY EWING GALLOWAY, 


“Our Daily Bre 


that God will also freely give you 
things and permit nothing to sepa 
you from His love; 

| 


the sure hope of everlasting life 
His resurrection guarantees to you 
all believers — life with God and 
with all the company of heaven; 

His making you His own and gi 
you the privilege to serve Him in- 
kingdom, which embraces all nati 
and kindreds and people and tongt 


When you praise and thank God 
Holy Ghost, think of: 


the miracle of your conversion, 
the Spirit alone turns you from 
way of the ungodly and leads you 
believe in the Lord Jesus; 

His entrance into your life throt 
Baptism, which sealed to you the 1 
giveness that Jesus secured on Calvi 
which made your body God’s ten 

the faith He sustains, enriches, 
fruitful — even as He keeps the wh 
Christian Church on earth in thet 
faith; 

His fellowship, His comforting ] 
ence, His promptings to say ané 
those things which please the Fat 

Think, when you - thank, 
wonderful Creator, Redeemer, 
Sanctifier, who answers all your, i 
of body, mind, and spirit. 
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PRINCE 
AMONG 


SERVANTS 


MEINERT H. GRUMM 


er a year’s siege of cancer of the 
, Sigahmoni was called to the 
ce the second week in September. 
the realm of the mansions, Sigah- 
i, a man of faith — the quality the 
| values above everything else — 
1e of the truly faithful. 

gahmoni is now above the range 
itelligence quotients. The IQ was 
one of his strong points. He never 
led to read and write. 

e is above success. He never 
ed more than eight dollars a month. 
e is above a big name. Not many 
le outside his village have heard 
lim. He made no big splash in 
world, or even in the church. 

e believed in the Son of God, and 
vas faithful as the Lord measures 
fulness. 


AHMONI WAS A SERVANT, an old- 
ioned servant. For 50 years he 
2d the Lutheran mission and the 
ionaries on the Vaniyambadi com- 
1d in South India. 

s a young man he drove Missionary 
hold Freche’s oxcart. Later, when 
yrcycles and motorcars displaced 
xen; Sigahmoni was water carrier, 
ener, and watchman for a succes- 
‘of missionaries in Vaniyambadi. 
nd there his only son now carries 
in his father’s tradition of faith- 


For 50 years Sigahmoni served the Lutheran mission at Vani- 
yambadi, South India. As a young man he drove Missionary 
Freche’s oxcart. 


ie LACK OF CONVENIENCES and gad- 
gets as well as the hot weather in 
South India make it imperative for 
missionaries to have servants so that 
the missionaries have sufficient time 
and energy for the Savior’s work. 


The worth of a trustworthy servant 
cannot be measured in dollars and 
cents. Through the servants’ lifting of 
cares from the routine of life, their 
help in minor and major crises, their 
contribution to the freedom of the 
missionary to come and go without 
household worries, helpers like Sigah- 
moni add immeasurable hours for the 
missionaries’ performance of duty in 
the work of the Kingdom. 

And how does a person measure the 
morale-building factor, for instance, of 
a handful of jasmine flowers our old 
cleaning woman used to put under the 
pillow before she went home at night? 

Others looking for the main chance 
add to our cares instead of subtracting 
from them. For this reason especially 
we treasure and pay tribute to servants 
like Sigahmoni. 


ie LAST TIME I went to his village 
to see him, he touched my feet, grasped 
my hands, and with tears in his 70- 
year-old eyes said: “You are our father 
and mother. The Lord Jesus Christ has 
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given us everything through you. 
When I go, I want you to bury me up 
on the compound hill where I worked.” 

The representative of several genera- 
tions of missionaries answered with un- 
derstandable feeling: “So be it. But 
only the Lord can reward your faith- 
fulness.” 

Then, only a week before he died, 
came second thoughts. If he were to 
be buried on the compound hill, it 
would mean a walk of more than a mile 
from his village for all the mourners. 
That would be asking too much. And 
so, after his last Communion, he asked 
his pastor for burial in the little un- 
marked cemetery plot behind his village 
church. 

There, with the promise of the 
resurrection, we committed the worn- 
out body of Sigahmoni and his soul to 
Him who has always had it in His 
keeping. 

As we threw our three handfuls of 
earth into the grave and turned to go 
back, it was with the prayer that the 
Holy Spirit would give us grace to 
measure up to the faithfulness of 
Sigahmoni, servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In the Palace, Sigahmoni now serves 
Him day and night. 


Witness Comments 


Which Is Yours? 


The thankful heart sees all its possessions 
as the product of God’s abundant mercy. The 
thankless heart sees all and boasts, “I deserve 
this and more!” 

The thankful heart daily praises the Lord for 
all the Lord has done. The thankless heart re- 
peats, “Oh, give thanks unto the Lord,” but 
complains about His blessings. 

The thankful heart remembers to share its 
benedictions with others. The thankless heart 
riots in careless living, unconcern for God, coun- 
try, man. 

The thankful heart enjoys the peace of trust 
in God’s continued care and providence. The 
thankless heart is harassed by the restless de- 
mand, “More!” 

The thankful heart applauds the successes and 
accomplishments of others. The thankless heart 
burns with envy and greed. 

The thankful heart beats faster for Christ and 
His Gospel, His forgiveness, His power. The 
thankless heart pumps for self. 


Fly-Leaf Acquaintance? 


To encourage people to read the Bible more 
diligently, many American churches will observe 
Universal Bible Sunday on December 8. Is such 
encouragement necessary for Lutherans? Are we 
not the Bible church? Does not every sermon, 
every Bible class, every worship service incite 
us to “search the Scriptures,” directly or im- 
plied? And yet, can such exhortations be made 
too often? 

Just how important is the Bible in our lives? 
Suppose, for a moment, all the Bibles in the 
world, likewise every Biblical quotation and 
every memorized passage, would by a wave of 
some magic wand be swept out of existence. 
What would be left? Volumes like the Sacred 
Books of the East, the Mohammedan Koran, the 
Book of Mormon, Science and Health, and others 
like them — all purporting to be the voice of 
God, and yet not one showing the true and only 
road to the heavenly home. 

Suppose, on the other hand, the same magic 
wand would whisk away all intellectual produc- 
tions of man, all scientific, philosophical, ethical, 
artistic human creations — all except the Bible — 
how superlatively fortunate for the human race! 
Why? 

The Bible is the only book which is the voice 
of the living God. The Bible is the only authentic 
record of God’s revelation in history, the only 
book which reveals the will of the Creator. Only 
the Bible provides escape from the consequences 
of man’s sinful rebellion against his Maker. Only 
the Bible proclaims God’s mercy and grace in 
the atoning sacrifice of His Son. Only the Bible 
heals the wounded heart and produces daily re- 
newal of spiritual health and life. 
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It is helpful to use commentaries, aids to 
study, devotional books, to learn all we can 
the Bible, but it is supremely imperative to 
of the Fountain itself. From this source the 
Spirit Himself has promised to ease our th 
souls with the Water of Life. 

Is the Bible really our Bible? Or do we 
have our name on the fly leaf? Are we co 
sant only with Bible texts and stories cited in 
Catechism? The Bible is ours only if we us 
only if we rouse our sluggish natures to carry 
resolutions, too often halfheartedly made, to 
on it daily. If the observance of Universal 
Sunday stimulates increased regular reading 
study, it will accomplish its purpose. 

Let’s have universal Bible day 365 day 
the year! 


The Real Problem 


This year November 24 is the last Sunda 
the church year. Crossing from the old into 
new year of grace, Christians leave behind m 
failures and neglects, conscious and delibe 
disobediences, and make a fresh start toward 
heavenly home. 

The prophet Joel challenged the people of | 
day to shun superficial penitence. “Rend y 
heart, and not your garments, and turn unto 
Lord, your God!” he cried out. These dem 
strative Israelites dramatized every emoti 
When evil days overtook them, they donned g; 
ments of sackcloth and sprinkled ashes on th 
heads to let men see their sorrow. In momel 
of astonishment or exasperation they sometim 
grasped the forward hem of their garment a 
impulsively tore it to vivify the raging in th 
hearts. 

Outward manifestation of grief left Joel uni 
pressed. The staged agitation did not strike t 
real problem. He admonished: “Rend yo 
heart . . . and turn unto the Lord, your Go¢ 

The first of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses emph 
sizes: “The entire life of a Christian should 
one of penitence.” The Day of Humiliation a 
Prayer should be more than a routine penitent 
exercise. True repentance emerges from t 
heart, not merely from the lips. “The sacrifices 
God are a broken spirit; a broken.and a co 
trite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.” God 
remorse is followed by a fervent prayer of fai 
for pardon through Jesus Christ, earnest resol 
to shun the sinful ways and strive for rightee 
ness. 

Neither repentance nor faith nor sanctificati 
is the Christian’s own work. God is the Autt 
and Finisher of faith. He must begin and p 
form the good work. q 

The call of this November 24 is to live 
prayerful union with God, to implore His sa 
tifying grace and power for each day, and in] 
strength to fight the good fight of faith to a. 
torious finish. ' 
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a Seven Dollars and a Ring 


“Woman Killed, Pastor Slashed,” headlined 
the widely reported story (see page 6) of a mur- 
der that jolted New Orleans and the nation. The 
robber’s take: $7.00 and a diamond ring. 


This nefarious crime cannot simply be deplored. 
It cries for resolute action. 


Elements that contribute to the upthrust of 
theft, robbery, and murder must be pulverized. 
How long will TV viewers tolerate crime shows 
and Westerns which induce callousness to homi- 
cide? TV sponsors give their audiences what 
they want! 


Taxpayers frequently oppose better-govern- 
ment measures involving increased police pro- 
tection day and night. Isn’t it worth the paltry 
per-person price to secure human life against 
fiends and brutes? 


90se Leaves 


he Christian Year 


Why do we have a Christian Year? Isn’t one 
calendar enough? Perhaps — but it is hard to 
think of a better way to keep alive our memories 
of the great events upon which our Christian 
Faith depends than through this glorious sequence 
of feasts and fasts which reminds us of Our 
Lord’s Birth, Life, Death, Resurrection and As- 
cension. It also saves us from the monotony of 
emphasizing only one aspect of the majestic truth 
which is in Christ. 

The Christian Year is actually one of the most 
precious possessions of the Church. We have 
yet to learn a more effective teaching device or 
a more faithful devotional ally. Day by day, 
Sunday by Sunday, year by year, across the par- 
ishes and cathedrals of Christendom, the story 
of the Christian Faith is told as the drama of 
the Christian Year continually unfolds. 

If we ever lose sight of these great days and 
of their meaning, God’s wonderful Plan of Sal- 
vation could fade from our memories. A nation 
or a people could easily forget its history if there 
were no great days for remembering. It is natural 
to all men to keep festivals and to set aside an- 
niversaries in order that we may relive the glories 
of the past and keep the meaning of these great 
events alive for the present. 

The Church is both like a family and like 
a nation. For this reason, we have our great 
holy days and our special anniversaries. 

The Christian story is told over and over again 
in the cycle of the Christian Year. 

So the days and the Sundays come and go. 
As we live these days of memory together, their 
truths become part of us. And all along the 
Church holds up before us the Life of Our Lord, 
so that at last, if we persevere, we can say with 
all the Saints, “for me to live is Christ.” — 
Episcopal Churchnews 


19,1957 (563) 


And why does a community go soft when 
a prosecutor asks the death penalty for teen-age 
criminals? Is it wise to mollycoddle men who 
respect neither law nor life? Laws lose their force 
when lawbreakers get only the thin end of the 
Stick. 

Should the U.S. send troops overseas every 
two decades to safeguard other peoples from 
ruthless aggressors if the nation fails to protect 
its Own citizens against savage assaults by native 
butchers and gunmen? 

“Thou shalt not steal” and “Thou shalt not 
kill” are statutes in the divine Code Book. Chris- 
tians will not disdain to work and to fight for 
law and order in their towns and cities. 


Every neighborhood, every street corner, every 
churchyard pleads for fewer repetitions of the 
New Orleans incident and calls Christians to con- 
certed action against lawlessness. 


Should Children Attend Church? 


In his interesting book, Spiritual Power for 
Your Congregation, Dr. Carl W. Berner submits 
ten statements on “Children’s Church Attend- 
ance,” which should get into the thinking of all 
members of the church. 

The tenth statement reads: “God requires 
church attendance, and so do we, because of the 
great and enduring blessings that come through 
public divine worship: “Blessed are they that hear 
the Word of God and keep it.’ ” 

The concluding paragraph is especially inter- 
esting because it contains the following comment 
by a college president, Dr. Silas Evans: 

“If your child is not strong enough to go to 
both Sunday school and church, then hurry and 
call a doctor or send for an ambulance. If the 
doctor says the child may attend only one morn- 
ing service, then let that be the church service. 
The center of Christianity is found in the public 
divine service. Even though the words of the 
pastor are not understood, the atmosphere and 
impressions are lasting. . . . Our children and 
young people will never learn to go to church 
unless they form the habit during their habit- 
forming years.” 

What a sad, sad scene so many of us must 
witness Sunday after Sunday. Children leaving 
for home after Sunday school, and many cars 
waiting to carry the children away hurriedly lest 
they might be tempted to enter God’s house for 
the worship service. Seeing this, many a faithful 
pastor and Sunday school teacher and church 
elder recalls the words of Luke 8:12: “Then 
cometh the devil and taketh away the Word out 
of their hearts, lest they should believe and be 
saved.” 

Let’s keep on fighting against this evil, and 
if we go down, let’s go down fighting! — A. E. 
BEHREND, President, in Oklahoma District Edi- 
tion 
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ortunities among teenagers are nothing short of fa 
- By 1960 there will be an increase of one million | 
olds — a sudden and tremendous jump. 

This growth will also find itself reflected in 
statistics. Already there is a startling increase 
number of newly confirmed. 

Because young people are a vital part of the 
the congregation, these new communicants me 
creased attention. The Walther League, Synod’s 
youth program, is gearing itself to meet the ché 
of the increased number of members. 

As part of its 65th-anniversary observance the 
has inaugurated an expansion program called New 
sions. Objectives include the reaching of more 
people and the mobilization of the league’s resour 
men, money, and materials for service to God a 
church’s youth. 

Each Walther League society has received a 
Dimensions manual, file box, and other material t 
launch a program of recruitment. All young peo 
a congregation will be visited or accounted for. 
churched youth of the community will be sought | 
intensive evangelism effort. 

Such a program will teach Synod’s youth to b 
mission- and stewardship-minded. By the time the 
adults they will be more ready to continue their r 
working church members. 

Your congregation’s co-operation will assist 
Walther League society when it begins this soul-accou 
campaign. The nation and the world are concerned 
youth. Young people need the guidance which onl 
church can offer, and they welcome the opportuni 
serve the church in gaining souls for the Lord Jesu 

“Confused, afraid, dependent or seeking independi 
— this is the American teenager,’ according to H 
Remmers and D. H. Radler in The American Teen 
“Soon we will place future history in his hands.” 

He is also to be found in the Missouri Synod. 
church wants to help her youth. Many observers 
that the critical years of adolescence are the most im 
tant in a person’s religious life. 

Seeing that the church values and helps youth 1 
one of the major missionary challenges of our tim 
young people — will help youth remain faithful to 


Savior and loyal to His church. A. P.K 
WALTHER LEAGUE MEMBERS 
LOST, os BO ea Oe ee 
1947: 68,0 
1955 84,55 
193 Tae : 93,01 
1960.5... 2fce8 Sol sl eee ee 
1965 hein oe peels 165, 0 


* Projected normal growth based on newly 
firmed children 
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tive Board members Jack Behnken (left), North East, Pa., 
‘illiam Sornborger, Los Angeles, are holding file boxes for 
mpaign. 


ew Dimensions Program will reach more youth for service 
‘ist. 


ALLYN BAUM FROM BLACK STAR 


CWING GALLOWAY, N. Y. 


rched young people of the community will be sought in 
ssion-evangelism program. 


embers Jolan Schwass and Dick Hemma examine an ex- 
f New Dimensions material. 


LY CONFIRMED YOUTH 
YNOD 


eee SAEED 
39,886 
= 47 000% 
50,000 ° 


statistics not compiled 
mated on basis of normal growth 


Remember 


Them 


EpwIN A. SOMMER 
Executive Secretary 


Board for Support and Pensions 


The care of the pastors and teachers in Synod is the concern 
of those who receive the services of the workers. All congrega- 
tions obligate themselves to pay an adequate salary to the ministers 
of the Word during the period of their service. 

The church has also agreed to make provision for their care 
at the time of retirement because of age or disability. Adopted 
by Synod in 1935, the Pension Program began operation in 1937. 
Eighty-eight per cent of all pastors and male teachers and a num- 
ber of women teachers in Synod avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to make regular personal payments to the Pension Fund. 
They pay 4% of their cash salary. Their salary increases by 15% 
when a rent-free dwelling is provided. In behalf of their ministers 
and teachers, congregations contribute to the Fund at the rate 
of 8%. 

After 40 years of such participation, from age 25 to age 65, 
the retiring worker may expect a pension of about 60% of the 
average salary received. An average salary of $400 a month will 
yield a pension of $240 and a widow’s pension of $144 a month. 

To all who participate in the Fund from the date of their eligi- 
bility, Synod promises a minimum pension of $100 a month, even 
though the total payments made, increased annually by 242% 
interest, provide only about a $400 annuity to members beginning 
in 1937 and retiring in 1957. Synod has resolved to add sufficient 
funds to make possible the payment of the $100 monthly pension. 
At present 625 retired pastors and male teachers, also a number 
of women teachers, and 50 disabled workers are receiving this pen- 
sion. A pension of $60 a month is being paid to 640 widows of 
Pension Fund members. 

About 50 pastors and teachers are receiving assistance in the 
form of Support. Most of them retired before the Fund was in- 
troduced. A small number were financially unable to participate 
in the program. Support benefits are also being paid to approxi- 
mately 250 widows of workers who were not Pension Fund mem- 
bers for the reasons stated. 

Synod resolved at its 1953 convention that those who “do not 
participate in the Pension Fund forfeit all claim to Support bene- 
fits.” Congregations that make no payments to the Fund in behalf 
of a pastor or teacher should recognize the obligation to provide 
for their retiring worker and, in the event of his death, also for the 
widow and dependent children. 

In caring for servants of the Word, Synod during 1957 will 
disburse through the Board of Support and Pensions about 
$1,350,000. The church does this in the spirit of God’s Word. 
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Where Do They 
Come From? 


Synod’s pastors and teachers d 
grow on trees. The servants o 
church come from good homes. A 
proportion of pastors and teachers 
from homes of pastors and tead 
Most of the students and graduat 
our colleges and seminaries come 
Lutheran homes in the Middle Wef} 

Most of our pastors and teache | 
tended a Lutheran parochial sche 
their childhood. In 1956, of they 
graduates from Synod’s four te | 
schools (St. Louis, Springfield, # 
Forest, Seward), a total of 242, or 
per cent, had received two or | 
years of training in a Lutheran 
school. Graduates who received §f 
elementary training in public se 
were 144, or 37.3 per cent. | 

These figures become more mea# 
ful when compared with the enrol 
records for Lutheran day schools 
1956 The Lutheran Church — Misi 
Synod enrolled 125,751 children i 
Lutheran day schools. This represé 
32.2 per cent of the total numbe 
children of school age in Synod. | 

“Wonderful,” you say, “but wha 
you driving at?” 

Just this: there is a close relation 
between the percentages and the 
rollment figures, which points te 
important factor in the recruitmen 
youth for the training of pastors 
teachers. The Lutheran day school 
vided 62.7 per cent of the 1956 
didates. The public schools, 
264,435 children of Synod en 
provided 37.3 per cent of the gt 

4 
ating pastors and teachers in Tf 
Apparently the proportionately smi 
group of children from Lutheran 
schools provides the much largely 
portion of the total number of gfe 
ates for the church professions. 
tisically, Lutheran parochial seh 
provide 1.6 times as many pastors 
teachers for our church as the pu 
schools. ; 

Another warranted inference t 
drawn from the enrollment figure: 
our elementary and terminal sel 
relates to the probability of eleme 
school children one day becoming 
tors or teachers in our church. 
ratio between the number of § 
children in our church schools af 
number of graduates from our te 
colleges and seminaries in 1956 
graduates to 125,751 enrolled ch 
or one over 519.6. ; 

For every 1956 graduate teac 


_ pastor who had attended a day 


there were 519.6 Lutheran pa 
(Continued on page 20) 


THE LUTHERAN 


Z a a ag nn 


a. : 
istrict Conventions 


na 
7—11, Sidney 


the first time in its 12-year 
the District received teachers 
smbership. They represented 
ools in Libby and Billings and 
sed school in Kalispell. 
convention essay, delivered by 
ar E. Feucht, emphasized that 
is need to “redeem the time.” 
elegates raised the basic salary 
listrict’s missionaries, gave pri- 
nission expansion in Montana’s 
rities, and accepted a budget 
500 for 1958. 


_ President, Rey. Paul M. Freiburger; 
lents, Revs. B.C. prop eimann and 
yehlen; Secretary, Rev. E. W. Juergen- 
irer, Lyle Olson. 


rn Illinois 
»1—25, Belleville 


retired men who attended the 
organizational meeting a half 
ago registered for the conven- 
sob Mueller and H. A. Hue- 
astors; A. L. Persson and F. E. 
_ teachers. 


President Raedeke 


onvention increased the salary 
lized workers and raised the 
8 limit of the Church Ex- 
‘und to 500% of net valuation. 
1. C. Welp, for 10 years Presi- 
the District, requested the 
| not to consider his name for 
m. His successor, Rev. Walter 
leke, suffered a heart attack 
Durs after his installation. At 
Ie, President Raedeke’s condi- 
eported as “just fair.” 


resident, ae Walter A. Raedeke; 
ts, Revs. W. T. Janzow and Alfred 
retary, Rev. Elmer A. Feddersen; 
larence Nordmeyer. 
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LWE Assembly in Retrospect — IT 


The essays on the “Topic of the Day” were delivered by care- 
fully chosen men, known to be conservative in their theology. 
They were expected to deliver conservative essays. This comment 
is not to be interpreted as an accusation or a criticism. Anyone 
arranging a meeting of that type would follow such procedure. 


Bishop Bo Giertz of Sweden, who presented the essay on 
“Freedom to Reform the Church,” is the conservative bishop of 
Sweden. Some of us heard him speak in Hannover in 1952 on 
“Sola Fide,” and we were impressed by the decidedly conservative 
ring of that lecture. When he later met with the Vice-Presidents 
and me in St. Louis, he told us frankly that he had been trained 
in a liberal school of theology. After one year of liberal sermon- 
izing — which was very unsuccessful — he was led by God to 
sound Biblical preaching. The Spirit’s guidance made him a sound 
theologian and conservative bishop. We surely would look for 
a conservative presentation from a man like Bishop Géiertz. 


At Minneapolis he did not disappoint us nor all who love 
the cause of conservative theology. He was interrupted repeatedly 
by vociferous applause. Some who were not so interested in 
sound Biblical theology sharply criticized the bishop’s presenta- 
tion when it was discussed in group sessions. 


Our official visitors reported that in group discussions on the 
topics of the day some LWF men made excellent conservative 
statements, but that other statements were anything but con- 
servative. 


The group to which I was assigned heard a wonderful state- 
ment on Holy Baptism expressed by Dr. Ernst S$. Sommerlath, 
professor at the University of Leipzig. He spoke on what Bap- 
tism should mean to us in our lives, and how remembrance of 
our Baptism should give us assurance and comfort. Dr. Ernst 
Kinder of Germany and Dr. Herman Preus of Luther Seminary 
also made commendable statements on several topics. 


On the other hand, several men gave unscriptural interpre- 
tations of the means of grace, Holy Communion, use of the Law, 
ordination of women, and so forth. No vote was taken on any 
doctrinal issue. A recorder assigned to each group reported the 
results of the discussion to the committee which prepared the 
theological theses. These the Commission on Theology and the 
churches will study during the next five years. 


What about the excellent conservative statements some of the 
prominent men made? Surely a person must admire these men 
and thank God for the courage He has given them. May God 
bless their testimony and move many hearts to accept it! 


It has been asked whether a person may assume that these 
men express the position taken by their respective churches or 
whether these commendable statements merely testify to their 
individual or personal beliefs. Unfortunately these good men 
speak only for themselves, at least as far as the churches in 
Europe and in other areas of the world are concerned. The 
churches may or may not subscribe to these opinions. — More 


] . 
ae JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


President of Synod 
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THE 


Psalter 


When Nature Joins in Song 


Psalm 65:11-13: “Thou crownest the 
year with Thy goodness, and Thy paths 
drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures 
of the wilderness, and the little hills rejoice 
on every side. The pastures are clothed 
with flocks; the valleys also are covered 
over with corn; they shout for joy, they 
also sing.” 

In the lovely word-picture of this 
text, the psalmist portrays the bounty 
and blessing of God upon His land and 
people. So rich are His favors, so prodi- 
gal His love, that the powers of nature 
join in song as they hymn the mercies 
of God. 


The annual Thanksgiving season 
affords the opportunity to review once 
more the blessings without number — 
national and personal, material and 
spiritual — that a bountiful God has 
bestowed upon us. He _ has truly 
“crowned the year with His goodness.” 


The hills and the valleys resound 
with His praise, and all creation joins 
in the happy symphony. The pastures 
are white with flocks, and the fields are 
green with corn — and all nature lauds 
the artistry of its Creator. 


When nature joins in song, and when 
creation shouts for joy, how can God’s 
people be silent? The joyful song of 
nature must strike a responsive chord in 
every Christian heart. Our voices must 
echo His praises. Our singing must 
pulsate with joy. 

The Thanksgiving season reminds us 
again of the bounties without measure 
that have come from the hand of God: 
food, clothing, and shelter; safety, com- 
fort, and health. Indeed, as Luther puts 
it: “He daily and richly provides me 
with ali that I need to support this body 
and life.” 


But this is the greatest good and the 
richest boon of all: the promise of for- 
giveness through faith in the atoning 
blood of Christ, and the power of the 
Spirit to live the new life in His name. 


As we look about us and see God’s 
bounty in nature, and as we look within 
us and see His bounty in our life, we 
join in nature’s song of praise and echo 
the hymns of creation’s choir. 

THOMAS COATES 
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THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD 


The Lutheran Burial Service has 
a rubric (a special directive printed 
in red) that says: “This Order is in- 
tended only for the burial of those 
who depart this life in the Christian 
faith.” 

The Lutheran burial rite stems from 
two Christian truths. One is the resur- 
rection. We believe we shall rise again 
from the grave and live. The other 
truth is the joyful reunion of all Chris- 
tians. Death cannot sever the tie bind- 
ing those who live in Christ with those 
who die in Christ. 

The deceased is not buried by the 
family alone. Burial is an act of the 
church by which it pays its last respects 
to one of its members and confesses 
the faith in which the member departed. 
A confession, however, is not good 
without people to hear it. For this 
reason the Lutheran funeral is custom- 
arily conducted at three places: at the 
home (or the funeral parlor), at the 
church, and at the grave. 


At each place the rites consist chiefly 
of Scripture readings and prayer. The 
Scriptures that are read can be summed 
up in the following quotations from 
the burial service: 

“There is no respect of persons; we 
die the common death; for the wages 
of sin is death.” 


“But blessed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all comfort, 
who hath loved us and hath given us 
good hope through grace.” 

“For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. Being 
delivered for our offenses, He was 
raised again for our justification and 
hath brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel.” 

“Therefore in life and in death He 
is our Comfort.” 

Lutheran funeral prayers thank God 
for His loving-kindness to the departed 
and ask Him to keep the living in 
union with Christ and in the assurance 
of eternal life. 

The Lutheran burial order is almost 
identical with that of the early Chris- 
tians. They buried their dead on the 
third day because Jesus rose on the 
third day. 

The service at the home began with 
prayer and the reading of Scripture. 
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At the church, the congregat 
one or two hymns, heard the © 
God and the pastor’s comfort, 
tion, and caution. After the 
the congregation partook of Ha 
munion. (Holy Communion 
part of the Lutheran burial 
However, the bereaved often 
of the Lord’s Supper at the firs™ 
opportunity.) Gifts were then §j 
for the family of the deceased 
the church the funeral prg 
moved through the streets to th 
place, where the body was laidy 


either in a crypt or in the gro : 


The burial ground of the earl) 
tians was usually located outs 
city. Later the cemetery was. 
to the churchyard. For a ti 
dead were even buried witl 
church building in order to em 
the enduring nature of Christian 
ship. Eventually the cemetery | 
the burial place where it haj 
throughout antiquity — outside t 


| 
| 
| 


Burial was the rule among 
ancient peoples. The Hebrews 
forgot what God had spoken: 
thou art, and unto dust shalt th 
turn.” Cremation was ordinari| 
mitted only in war and epidemi¢ 


The Lutheran Church disappre 
sermons that flatter the dead 
burial order has a special note: 
not in the best Christian tradit 
eulogize the departed; or to ha 
funeral service interrupted by the 
cises of any secular organizatio n 
therans praise God rather than 
dead or alive. 


The early Christian funeral pr 
of bringing a gift for the poor 
was much poverty in those days) 
ably gave rise to the custom of s¢ 
flowers. If the family of the de 
was not needy, the poor were 1 
bered with alms. Also this 
finds expression in our day t 
memorial wreaths. 


Memorial Day is observed ot 
Lutheran cemeteries with brie 
monies exalting the hope of thé 
rection and thanking God for 
brought the dead and the livir 
assembled to faith in the Lor 
Christ. -—. 
In life and in death nothing 
more. 


on: What is the meaning of 
a church bell at the death of a 
er? Is it a custom brought over 
he old country? 


ver: Even in pre-Christian times 
ave been used in religious cere- 
by the Jews as well as the 
The earliest use of bells in 
in churches is said to have 
-d about the beginning of the fifth 
7, presumably in Campania, Italy, 
bells were not customary until 
2 century later. 
tolling does not appear to have 
9 much a manifestation of re- 
r honor for the departed one as 
an announcement to all who 
t that a member of the church 
ceived the final summons. The 
was a solemn invitation to the 
to number their days and to 
their hearts unto wisdom. In 
reas the number of strokes in the 
knell corresponded to the age 
departed. 
ome churches the bell is also 
vhen the congregation unites in 
yer of our Lord and when the 
procession leaves the sanctuary 
e close of the service. The som- 
ke of the church bell calls out: 
nber that thou must die!” 


on: How does 2 Cor. 6:15 
1 affect the business relations 
“hristian with an unbeliever? 
Christian trade with an infidel 
than with a fellow Christian? 
. what extent must a Christian 
e himself from the unbeliever? 


yer: Business dealings lie in the 
- adiaphora, or neutral things, 
we may conduct with whomso- 
> please, as long as God’s Word 
violated. 

natural thing for a Christian is 
usiness with his fellow Christian, 
Yhristian has the privilege of 
wherever he gets the best and 
- his money. 
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Lificance of tolling bell? 

© Business with unbelievers? 
7 ® The kings of Edom? 

® Meaning of IHS? 


® Dan and Laish? 


Ut te NINSW ER? 


God does not forbid all association 
with unbelievers (1 Cor. 5:9-11). To 
buy from an unbeliever is not religious 
unionism and does not affect our faith 
and life. But we should not associate 
with people who in their speech and 
conduct violate God's Word, and will 
not heed our reproof. 

We should hold ill will toward none, 
but seek to gain all. Constant and inti- 
mate contact with people who flout 
Christian doctrine and principles should 
be avoided. (1 Cor. 15:33) 


Question: Gen. 36:31 lists kings who 
reigned in the land of Edom “before 
there reigned any king over the Chil- 
dren of Israel.” How could this 
statement be made before there were 
kings in Israel? 


Answer: It is commonly assumed 
that Moses lived 1572—1453 B. C. The 
period of time to which Moses refers 
in Gen. 36:31 was approximately 
1700 B.C.; hence what he describes 
here happened about 200 years before 
he wrote Genesis. Self-evidently he 


knew that the Edomites had kings long 


before that time. That the Israelites 
would also have kings was known to 
him through the promise to Abram 
and to Jacob (Gen. 17:6; 35:11) and 
by divine inspiration. 


Question: What is the meaning of the 
letters “IHS,” which are often seen 
on crosses, altars, and elsewhere? 
What is the origin of this symbol? 


Answer: These letters are the first 
half of the name of Jesus in the Greek 
language, in which the New Testament 
was originally written. Many of the 
early manuscripts of the New Testa- 
ment were written in capital letters only, 
and the name of Jesus looked like this: 
IHCOYC or THZOY®2, the Greek 
having two types of the large and small 
letter “S.”” Hence this symbol consists 
of the first three letters of the Savior’s 
name, which was first revealed to Mary 


(569) 


FREE LANCE PHOTOGRAPHERS GUILD 


(Luke 1:31) and then to Joseph (Matt. 
1:21) by a special messenger, sent 
from the God of all grace in heaven 
to announce the birth of our blessed 
Lord. The symbol should not be 
written IHS; then the first two letters 
are Greek and the third English. 


Question: Gen. 14:14 tells us that 
Abram pursued his enemies as far 
as the city of Dan, but we know from 
Judges 18:29 that this city was 
originally called Laish and was not 
named Dan until the time of the 
Judges. How can this be explained? 


Answer: Higher critics regard this as 
a prize text to support their view that 
Moses was not the author of Genesis, 
since the city of Dan was not known 
by that name until years after Moses’ 
death. How, then, can we hold to the 
verbal inspiration and Mosaic author- 
ship of Genesis? 

The simplest explanation would be 
that Moses received this information 
from the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 2:10.) 

Another possibility is that the ori- 
ginal manuscript (autograph) of Gene- 
sis. actually read Laish or Leshem 
(Joshua 19:47), but that Joshua or a 
copyist corrected the name to Dan for 
the benefit of later readers. 

A third explanation is that Dan 
refers to another city, Dan-jaan in the 
land of Gilead (Deut. 34:1; 2 Sam. 
24:6), on the east side of the Jordan. 
The battle of the four kings against 
the five, which resulted in Lot’s capture 
and Abram’s effort to liberate him, took 
place near the Dead Sea (Gen. 14:3). 
Since the four invading kings came 
from the east (Gen. 14:1), it was but 
natural that they withdrew in that di- 
rection after their victory. When 
Abram had organized his forces on the 
east side of Jordan, he pursued the in- 
vaders in a northerly direction. This 
was the land of Gilead, in which Dan- 
jaan was situated. The other Dan was 
at the northernmost boundary of the 
land of Israel. O. E. SOHN 
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Parents and Newlyweds 


“For this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; 
and they twain shall be one flesh.” 

Matt. 19:5 

Meddling parents are a _ frequent 
factor in divorce, according to a noted 
sociologist. It is natural for parents to 
love their offspring; yet love which 
is untempered by Christian maturity 
sometimes grows jealous. 


The mother of an only or last daugh- 
ter may easily resent the young man 
who claims her daughter’s affection 
through marriage. 


A domineering father may readily 
resent losing control over a son who 
discusses problems with his wife rather 
than with his father. 


When daughter comes running home 
to complain, father and mother tend 
to sympathize with her instead of ask- 
ing what her own faults are. In either 
instance someone gets hurt, and havoc 
may be wrought. 


Much heartache can be avoided when 
parents remember that God in creation 
established an order in building the 
home. Jesus said: “For this cause shall 
a man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife; and they twain 
shall be one flesh.” 


The newlyweds are to leave and to 
cleave. In some situations and cultures 
this “leaving” may be psychological 
rather than physical. 

The new order does not terminate 
love between parents and son or 
daughter. Marriage means that the 
daughter’s or the son’s first love and 
loyalty is to the spouse. 


Christian parents scrupulously avoid 
interference in the affairs of the newly- 
weds, but encourage them to make 
their own plans and to be with each 
other. 


When God’s established order is fol- 
lowed, parents learn that instead of 
losing a son or a daughter they gain 
a son-in-law or a daughter-in-law and, 
God willing, even grandchildren on 
whom they can shower their love and 
affection. ARTHUR E. GRAF 


“Thanks —The Jeweled Word 


How much there is for which to 
thank the Triune God! 


If you toss through sleepless hours, 
do you thank the Preserver for the 
countless nights of sound rest on a soft 
pillow? 

Did you, in Montana and Maine, 
drink fresh orange juice for breakfast 
this November morning? How many 
generations could duplicate your priv- 
ilege? 

HAVE you recovered from Asiatic flu 
in a week’s time? Are you, remember- 
ing 1918, grateful for antibiotics? 


If you wore no spectacles while you 
read your morning paper, did you ac- 
knowledge His gift of good vision? 

Or do you complain about wearing 
glasses? Breathe instead a grateful peti- 
tion for the lenses that have enabled 
you to see October’s patterned red of 
sweet gum, gamboge of hickory, yellow 
of hard maple that brightened your 
autumn, and now the “treasures of the 
snow”; the lenses that, even better, help 
you maintain interpersonal relations, 
keep yourself informed, improve your 
mind, and, above all, nourish your soul! 


KNOWING that only about 10% of the 
people of Great Britain have refrigera- 
tion, or recalling the emptying-the-ice- 
pan days, do you thank the Provider 
for the convenience of ice cubes in your 
kitchen, the frozen-food storage com- 
partment, the filled shelves in your 
electric appliance which you chalk off 
as “a necessity’? 

Most of the foreign missionaries who, 
for us who live at home in ease, are 
working in the heat of Nigeria and the 
Philippines would sip a cool drink with 
reverent acknowledgment. 

Do you know of a town in the U.S. 
that cannot offer drinkable water? Mis- 
sionaries usually boil water before they 
drink it. The wife of a missionary in 
Guatemala seldom whimpers that she 
spends her day there cooking, because 
the contaminated vegetables cannot be 
eaten raw, that there is no refrigeration 
for meat, and that stoves are fired with 
wood. 

IF adversity has made you work hard, 
are you grateful for having learned how 
to be useful, productive, or even crea- 
tive? 

Were you without heat and light 
when a transformer failed? When the 
bulbs blazed again, did you praise the 
Creator for scientific discovery that lav- 
ishes on this generation the appoint- 
ments of comfortable living? 

IF you have ever said: “I’ve shoveled 
enough coal into a furnace to send 
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a ship across the Atlantic,’ wha 
reaction now as you raise your 
stat? 


If you’ve washed on a board, 
toss the laundry into an automat 
matically? Has your hand ever }} 
sadiron? And now you have am 
rite! Whom do you thank? 

If you besought the Almigh} 
morning for protection, and fou 
on the fenders of your auto brus | 
a careening car by a hair’s breadtff 
did your tongue and heart anf 
respond? | 

If an allergy closes your nose, 
your eyelids, or tortures your st 
are you grateful for antihistamir§ 

Has divine Wisdom given yo 
drocephalous or cerebral-palsi 
blind child to care for and enric} 
love and day and soul with bl: 
that otherwise would have been ¢ 
your experience? For what Gc 
ordained, thank Him! 


If death has taken someone yo 
loved, plunging you to the nadir ¢ 
sonal sorrow, have you glued ya 
to the valley of grief in too-lon 
too-public mourning? Have ye 
belled against the Christian tri 
Or have you with the - Spirit's 
climbed to a new zenith? Hav 
experienced the divine drama, t 
nity, the power of the Word ex 
your faith and giving you the s 
awareness that affliction worketh 
more exceeding and eternal weig 
glory”? Have you felt anew the 
fession of “the communion of s 
and the Communion liturgy? Has 
poignant spirit praised the Holy | 
and “with angels and archangels 
all the company of heaven” sung “ 
Holy, Holy”? 

IF you live alone, do you thank 
for radio and TV beckoning m 
and voice and story from the hor 
to the ken of your little room, 
your finger control chooses by frat 
of a dial’s inch the choice of tk 
waves? Pervading all the world 
waves and atmosphere is Omnis 
and Omnipresence, who pro 
that you are not alone, for 
with you. 

Wouid that the six letters of 
were holier so that the heart bri 
with acknowledgments of all the 
blessing, might, and power cou 
bellish with divinely golden af 
cious-jeweled words: Thanks, h 
Father, blessed Savior, and f 
Spirit, thanks, thanks, thanks t 


- 
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two LLL Events in Rural Iowa 
Attract Members and Visitors 


recent events in Iowa emphasize 
ortunities for reaching people 
fair exhibits and rallies in pre- 
itly rural areas. 
1 Scharnberg, LLL leader in 
lest, reports that several thou- 
ople visited the LLL evange- 
ct booth at the Clay County 
Spencer, reputed to be the 
t county fair in the world.” 
reds of pounds of tracts were 
ed by the eight LLL clubs from 
icer Zone. 

than 3,600 persons from 
sst Iowa crowded into the high 
rymnasium in Lake City, Octo- 
to hear a Lutheran Hour rally 
by Dr. Oswald Hoffmann. 
rogram included a “Parade of 
*: a band under the direction of 
Willem Mudde, visiting profes- 
Valparaiso University; an 80- 
iorus from the Carroll Circuit, 
tev. Leo Wehrspann of Audu- 
d a children’s chorus of 120 
directed by Teacher A. L. 
of Lidderdale. 


ia LLL Presents Bus 
tland Concordia 


and the title to a school bus 
esented recently to Concordia 
Portland, Oreg., by the Colum- 
> of the LLL. Chairman Wil- 
warz made the presentation. 
Jus will transport students to 
; and special events, carry 
Taining students to various 
hools for observation of teach- 
action, and help gather food 
is made to the school. 


is the Life” 


TIME: 


THE 


TELEVISION | 
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Lutheran Hour Adds Four 
Countries, Eight Languages 

Four countries and eight languages 
have been added to the Lutheran Hour 


list as a result of the recent survey trip 
to Africa by Dr. E. R. Bertermann. 


The new African stations are: Radio - 


Contonou in Dahomey; Radio Abidjan 
in the Ivory Coast; Radio Lome in 
French Togoland; and Radio Diffusion 
Yaounde in French Cameroons. 

The additional African languages are: 
Ibo and Efik, used by the Lutheran 
missionaries in Nigeria; and Swahili, 
Chagga, Pare, Meru, Arusha-Masi, and 
Shamboa for East Africa, particularly 
Tanganyika. ELECK: 


LWML Appoints 
Mrs. Stahlke 
To Affairs Committee 


Mrs. Otto Stahlke, Springfield IIl., 
has been appointed to represent the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
on the Synodical Affairs Committee. 

Organized by representatives of 
Synod’s Praesidium and Board of Di- 
rectors, the LWML, LLL, and WL, the 
SAC will prepare and mail a regular 
news bulletin to congregational SAC 
committees. This information, which 
will not supplant news presented in 
various church publications, is to be 
given orally to the local congregation. 

The first issue of the SAC news 
bulletin was mailed to all pastors, 
October 20. Subsequent mailings will 
be to the chairman of the local SAC 
committee. 


STATION TIME: 


© LUTHERAN 
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’ Jeague members. . 


Mrs. Otto Stahlke 
LWML representative on SAC 


Each congregation is asked to appoint 
such a chairman from within its local 
stewardship (or equivalent) committee, 
with three additional members repre- 
senting the LWML, LLL, and WL (or 
counterparts). This committee of four 
will see to it that every organization in 
the congregation is kept informed of 
the news conveyed by the monthly 
bulletin. 


Using What We Have at Hand 


Thrifty housewives have long prac- 
ticed the art of making use of what 
they have at hand: scraps of cloth be- 
come winter quilts; father’s worn trou- 
sers can be cut down for son. A bit of 
this and a bit of that left over in the 
refrigerator combine to make a tasty 
casserole. 

The Christian Growth Institutes of 
1956 deepened the spiritual lives of 
Must we bring 
in new speakers and leave our homes 
for several days to enjoy an ever closer 
walk with Christ? 

What have we at hand? We have 
our own Bibles, which we are free to 
tread every day—God’s own holy 
Word for study and learning. 

We have trained pastors who, in most 
churches, conduct a Bible class every 
Sunday. How many of us are there, 
eager to learn God’s Word? 

What have we at hand? Opportuni- 
ties we overlook because they are al- 
ways close by, commonplace, unspec- 
tacular; but opportunities, if grasped, 
that give rich reward. ... 

May we daily study our Bibles. May 
Sunday mornings find each of us in 
Bible class ——an example to our chil- 
dren, our husbands, and our congrega- 
tion. — Mrs. CaRL BURKHARDT in the 
LWML Reporter, Gulf District. 
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Let's Investigate! 


Infallibility 


The Roman Catholic Church Says: 


*“And when we examine all that the 
New Testament tells us about the spir- 
itual authority and power which our 
Lord bestowed upon Peter in relation to 
the other Apostles and His whole 
church, we must also admit that Peter 
was infallible in a restricted sense, as 
becomes a mere man.” 

“Peter, the Pope, and Infallibility,” p. 14, Ler 
us Judge Catholics by the Bible, No. 28, Supreme 
Council, K. of C. Religious Information Bureau, 
St. Louis. 

“¢ |, . the Catholic claim of infal- 
libility of the Church is based not upon 
arrogance, but upon the promise of 
Christ Himself. ... 7 


“*Who Says the Catholic Church is Infal- 
lible?’ ” p. 20, This Was the Faith of Our Fathers, 
No. 33 

*She [the Roman Catholic Church] 
asserts infallibility.”’ 

“Catholicity is Christ,” p. 40 What Do You 
Mean — Only One True Church? No. 16. 


Either Paul or Peter was wrong. 
Peter must have been wrong, since 
Paul withstood him; “I opposed him 
to his face,” Paul says. Then he 
adds, “because he stood condemned” 
(RSV). Peter was condemned by 
his own actions. From Paul’s testi- 
mony it is plain that Peter was in- 
consistent, eating with the Gentiles 
at one time and separating himself 
from them another time. In one or 
the other instance Peter was wrong; 
he could not have been right in both 
instances. 

This clash between Peter and Paul 
occurred years after the resurrection 
of Christ, at a time (so the Roman 
Catholic Church asks us to believe). 
when Peter “alone” was “the Rock, 
the key bearer, the confirmer of his 
brethren, the shepherd of Christ’s 
whole fiock” (see Let us Judge Cath- 
olics by the Bible, p. 16). 

We agree that the term “infalli- 
bility” is not used by the Roman 
Catholic Church in the sense of “sin- 
lessness,” “inspiration,” or “revela- 
tion.” We do not agree that the 
Bible has promised infallibility in 
any sense to Peter and his “suc- 
cessors.” 

We have investigaied thoroughly. 
Nowhere have we found in the Scrip- 
tures the promise of infallibility to 


iy 
Comment 


The Bible Says: 


“- But when Peter was come to 
Antioch, I [Paul] withstood him to the 
face, because he was to be blamed. For 
before that certain came from James, 
he did eat with the Gentiles; but when 
they were come, he withdrew and sepa- 
rated himself, fearing them which were 
of the circumcision. Gal 2:11, 12. 


“ But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall 
be false teachers among you, who priv- 
ily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken’ of. )2)Peter.2 12: 

ee I am the way, the Truth, and the 
Life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me. John 14:6. = 


the Roman Church. We _ have 
looked, for instance, at the passage 
which says, “The Spirit of truth... 
will teach you all the truth” (John 
16:13 — Roman Catholic Douay 
Version). This is spoken to all be- 
lievers. There is nothing in the dis-.- 
course of Christ with His disciples 
that points to the Roman Catholic 
Church as the infallible church. 

Peter was not the only apostle 
who warned that false teachers 
would arise among those who pro- 
fessed to be the Savior’s followers. 
Of course, he does not say there 
would be false prophets among the 
pastors in Rome; but then again, he 
does not say that there would not be 
false teachers among them. The way 
of truth, he warned, would be evil 
spoken of because of those who 
would teach pernicious errors. 

Infallibility belongs to Him who 
said: “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me.” Salvation comes 
to those who believe in Him, be- 
cause of what He has revealed and 
done, and suffered. In Him is perfect 
salvation, afd to Him belongs per- 
fect truth. It is the infallibility of 
His truth and the infallibility of His 
salvation that we cherish. 

Cari S. MEYER 


(572) 


WHERE Do THEY COME 
(Continued from p. 14) 5 | 
children enrolled. By way of 
the ratio between the number | 
souri Synod public school chiff 
1956 and the graduates from @ 
teachers colleges and seminar] 
had attended public schools y 
graduates to 264,435 enrolled 
or one over 1,836.3. e | 
From these ratios, the proba’ 
a Lutheran day school child be 
a pastor or teacher is one in 5 
about two in a thousand. The ff 
of a public school child becoj) 
pastor or teacher are one in § 
or about one half (.55) in a th 
If all the other factors controll 
elementary training of any twa 
souri Synod children were equ 
only difference being in the 
elementary school attended, th 
chances of the Lutheran day 
child becoming a pastor or teac 
about 3.6 times greater than the ¢ 
of the public school child. 
Thus it is evident that the pa 
school is a main source for the : 
ment of future pastors and teac 


W. A. POEHLER, Pres 
Concordia College 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Why He Wept 


There is a tale, dating back” 
days of the Council of Constar 
two cardinals who were riding ¢ 
when they spied a shepherd st 
in a field and weeping. One of tl 
cardinals, being a good soul af 
willing to pass by without offering 
comfort, rode up to him and 
him why he wept. i 

The shepherd, who was wé 
bitterly, was a long time reply: 
the cardinal’s question. At last, 
ing his finger at a toad, he said: “I 
because God has made me s@ 
favored a creature, and not hi 
like this reptile, and I have ney 
thanked and praised Him for it.” 

The cardinal beat his breas 
trembled so violently that he fell 
his mount. He had to be car 
his lodging, and he cried out: “€ 
Augustine, how truly you havé 
‘The unlearned start up ane 
heaven by violence, and we 
our learning, jook how we wal 


flesh and blood!” 


Now, I am sure that this sh 
was neither rich nor handsor 
powerful; nevertheless he had s 
an insight into God’s good g 
pondered them so deeply that 
he found more than he could’ 


| Delinquent 
Yr Dedicated? 


ws sources remind you often 
sh of juvenile delinquency. “Just 
bad are young people today?” is 
din families, PTA forums, church 
Ss, newspapers, magazines. 
y our hearts and homes and con- 
tions be lifted in praise to the 
for the many dedicated young 
> the church embraces! 
1ould like to tell you about Helen, 
mber of my congregation. In a 
al away from home she is training 
a nurse. Her younger sister Betty 
ny confirmation class. 
sply concerned about Betty, Helen 
rages her sister to love the Lord, 
e her heart to the Lord, to grow 
-Lord, to serve Him. 
ore leaving for nurses training, 
gave Betty a Bible notebook. 
urpose of the inexpensive gift was 
p Betty become a real student of 
Word. 
» first page of the notebook bears 
iscription: 
tty, this I give to you, knowing 
four studies of the Bible, your 
ygs and your teachings and your 
‘s to our Lord and Savior will be 
n this little notebook as your per- 
gift of God’s Word. — Helen.” 
en marked three sections of the 
yok for 1) Scripture, 2) Bible 
3) Special Notes. 
ler “Scripture” she gave Betty 
verses for memory suggestions: 
3:20. John 17:3. John 4:24. 
3:3. John 3:5. John 3:16. John 


ler “Bible Study” Helen made 
itry: 
John 5:2-18 
mple of how to study 
‘e of contact 
on contacted 
y his interest was aroused 
witness 


ler “Special Notes” she wrote! 
, I have started this for you. If 
in keep it up, it will be of big 
»for you. When you read a story 
ir Bible, put the Bible story in 
ywn words under ‘Bible Study.’ 
e is a verse which stands out, put 
or ‘Scripture.’ 
tty, 1 hope you will enjoy this 
ok. The one I keep has helped 
great deal. 1 can always look 
nn my notations. 
1en I have my vacation, we can 
together. OK? 
the name of the Lord, Helen.” 
LAWRENCE E, FAASCH 
a, Calif. 
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The mobile camera shoots a traveling sequence in the story of Joseph. Scene shows 
Joseph tied to a camel belonging to the Ishmaelite traders who had bought him from 
his brothers. On location at Iverson’s Ranch, Chatsworth, Calif. 


The Old Testament Visualized 


A series of 14 motion pictures on 
Old Testament Bible stories was pro- 
duced by Family Films, Inc., Holly- 
wood, for Concordia Publishing House. 

The pictures, intended primarily for 
use as instructional aids in church 
schools, will be released in both color 
and black and white next spring. 
Colored filmstrips based on the motion 
pictures will also be available. 


The filming of the series represents 
a major project in religious film de- 
velopment. 

Supervising the project were: Rev. 
Victor Growcock, executive secretary 
of Synod’s Board for Audio-Visual 
Aids; Drs. Allan Jahsmann and A. C. 
Mueller of the Board for Parish Educa- 
tion; and Dr. W. F. Beck, technical 
adviser. 


On location for the scene of “the 
walls of the city of Jericho shail 
fall down flat”: Sitting, l. -r.: Dr. 
Mueller, Pastor Growcock. Stand- 
ing: Drs. Jahsmann and Beck. 


The role of Rahab in the Old 
Testament story of Joshua is played 
by Lois Collier, left. Syd Cassyd, 
right, is editor of the magazine 
Film World. 


The scene being shot is from the story of Moses as he speaks to his people for the 


last time. Location site: Iverson’s Ranch. 


The Rainbow In My Church. By Victor 
C. Frank. Northwestern Publishing 
House. 44 pages. $1.00. 


Helps people little and big understand 


the Lutheran liturgy. The “rainbow” is 
the Order of the Holy Communion in 
The Lutheran Hymnal. Short sections 
explain Matins, Vespers, Litany, churchly 
customs, and the Compline, recommended 
for evening family worship. 

Twenty illustrations tell a story in the 
worship life, in keeping with the author’s 
stated aim to “give the children some light 
on the inner meaning of the liturgy.” 

Pastors will do well to go through this 
booklet with their confirmands and place it 
into the hands of every adult received into 
the church. Discussion of this little gem 
in various congregational societies will go 
a long way toward dispelling the apathy 
that so often takes the lilt from the liturgy. 


nouncenen 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Cain, Wilbur C., as missionary in Fort Worth, 
Tex., area by “(oMINe Gaertner, Sept. 29. 

Costello, John, St. Luke, Westminster, Calif., 
by Martin W. Wiersig, Oct. 6. 

Graser, Alfred P., Calvary, Seneca Falls, N. Y., 
by Paul A. Boriack, July 21. 

Hoffmann, Franklin L., Immanuel, Arriba; 
and Zion, Flagler, Colo., by Dale Schultz, 
Sept. 8. 

Huth. Walter A., Trinity, Wellsboro, Pa., by 
A. W. Huth, July ie 

Olson, Robert K., Concordia, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, by Pres. W. D. Oetting, Sept. 29. 

Pera, Clemens, missionary at Marysville, in 
Immanuel, Everett, Wash., by Paul H. 
Schaus, Sept. 22. 

Prange, Rudolph D., asst., St. Mark, Rochester, 
INSYacby*C- 2A; Behnke, Aug. 11. 

Spomer, Herbert, asst., Bethlehem, Baltimore, 

Md., by John Spomer, Oct) 1G: 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Bartling, Paul L., as missionary to Korea, in 
Bethany, Milwaukee, Wis., by Victor Bart- 
ling, Sept. 29. 


Installed: FASTOns 


Arft, Jordan E., St.John, Pierce, Nebr., by 
Philip Unterschultz, Oct. 6. 
Becker, W. Louwis, St. Peter, etait Kans., 
by Arthur F. Traugott, Oct. 13. , 
Besel, Harold C., as institutional chaplain, 
Cleveland, Ohio, by Edgar Luecke, Sept. 29. 

Dobberfuhl, G. P., Trinity, Arcadia; and Our 
Savior, Beulah, Mich., by E. A. Hessler, 
Oct. 6. 

Finke, Roland, Zion, Aniwa, Wis. (addl. 
charge), by E. H. Bertermann, Sept. 29. 

Grefrath, Nathan, instructor at Detroit Luth. 
High School East, in St. Peter, East Detroit, 
Mich., by Edwin E. Pieplow, Sept. 29. 

Heyne, Walter, Berea, Detroit, Mich., by Kurt 
T. Lohrmann, Oct. 6. 

Liebenow, George Hans, Immanuel, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, by Martin H. Ilse, Jr., Sept. 22. 

Lucht, Norbert J., Trinity, Iuka, Ill., by 
Stanley F. Harre, Oct. 13. 

Lutz, M. G., St. John, Waltz, Mich., by Alfred 
Freund, Sept. 29. 

Lutz, Martin J., Good Shepherd, Hoopeston, 
Ill., by W. A. Eissfeldt, Sept. 29. 

Mack, Gottlieb C., Immanuel, Silver Creek, 
Minn., by.Karl S. Ansorge, Oct. 6. 

Mack, James W., assoc., St. Paul, Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, by H. J. Witzgall, Sept. 29. 

Martin, Gerold R., Grace, Racine, Wis., by 
Herman Bartz, Sept. 29. 

Mueller, Raymond A., St. Mark, Battle Creek, 
Mich., by H. M. Heidenreich, Oct. 6. 

Nuechterlein, Otto, St. John, Keystone, Iowa, 
by A. W. Wilkening, Oct. 6. 

Praeuner, Otto H., St.Paul, Battle Creek, 
Iowa, by E. F. Dohrmann, Oct. 6. 

Querbach, Carl, as instructor at Detroit Luth. 
High School East, in St. Peter, East Detroit, 
Mich., by Edwin E. Pieplow, Sept. 29. 
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Saeger, Alfred, St. John, Ogallala, Nebr., by 
E. Walter Bellmann, Oct. 13. 

Schulz, Aaron R., St. John, Tigerton, Wis., by 
Markus Berndt, Oct. 6. 

Spitz, Paul Ph., as Executive Secretary of 
Missions, Western District, in St. Stephen, 
St. Louis, Mo., by Paul Koenig, Oct. 6. 

Stanfel, Albin, Our Savior, Toronto, Ont., 
Canada, by Albert F. Pollex, Oct. 6. 

Weiland, Richard H., Immanuel, Everett, 
Wash., by Paul H. Schaus, Oct. 6. 

Weinrich, George A., Trinity, Arapahoe, Nebr., 
by O. F. Kretzmann, Oct. 13. 

Weisenborn, Frederick, Trinity and Grace, 
poe oe Mo., by Walter H. Schwane, 

ct. 6. 

Westendorf, John C., asst., Bethlehem, Yakima, 
Wash., by R. W. Rimbach, Oct. 6. 

Widmann, E. H., Redeemer, Ventura, Iowa, by 
W. T. Wolfram, Oct. 6. 

Wudel, William, St. Paul, Hamburg, R.1, Wis., 
by E. H. Bertermann, Oct. 6. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Bahr, Don G., St. Mark, Houston, Tex., by 
Edwin E. Keiper, Oct. 6. 

Bartelt, Ralph, St. Paul, Skokie, Tll., by Otto 
F. Arndt, Sept. 22. 

Berlinski, Donald W., instructor at Detroit 
Luth. High School East, in St. Peter, East 
Detroit, Mich., by Edwin E. Pieplow, Sept. 


29. 
Borchardt, Cand. Melvin, First Trinity, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., by F. E. Schumann, Aug. 25. 
Bruesehoff, Albert, St. Paul, Oconomowoc, 

Wis:,, by GH: Clausing, Sept. 8. 

Fischer, David, St. John, Lone Beach, Calif., 
by Walter M. Fehner, Sept. 29. 

Fischer, Louis W., Trinity, Sterling, Colo., by 
Edgar F. Kruse, Sept. 8. 

Frese, Ralph R., St. John, Homestead, Iowa, 
by Otto H. Beer, Sept. 8. 

Haack, Edwin, principal, Detroit Luth. High 
School East, in St. Peter, East Detroit, 
Mich., by Edwin E. Pieplow, Sept. 29. 

Helming, Warren H., First, Sharpsburg, Pa., 
by Victor O. Hoyer, Aug. 25. 

Hohmann, Vincent J., St. Matthew, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., by A. W. Moldenhauer, 
July 14. 

Israel, Donald A., First oe Pittsburgh, 
Pa; by F. Es: Schumann, Aug. 2 

Johns, David O., St. Paul, Skokie, iL, by Otto 
F. Arndt, Sept. 22. 

Kirchhoff, Cand. W. James, Christ English, 
Chicago, Ill., by Lester H. Kuker, Sept. 29. 

Lemke, Berwyn, instructor at Detroit Luth. 
High School East, in St. Peter, East Detroit, 
Mich., by Edwin E. Pieplow, Sept. 29. 

Loesel, Alvin E., St. Paul, Skokie, Ti. by Otto 
F, Arndt, Sept. 22. 

Masenthin, Cand. Roland, Grace, New Albany, 
Ind., by Gustav Reschke, Sept. 1. 

Richert, Ray, Peace, Detroit, Mich., by Enno 
G. Claus, Sept. 15. 

Schabel, Rodney T., principal, Good Shepherd, 
eee Ey BS N. Y., by John C. Hinsch, 

e 

Beaaces Cand. John M., Good pened, Sagi- 
naw, Mich., by Paul R. Beck, Oct. 13. 

Sims, Charles’ W., Our Savior, Rego Park, L.I., 
N. Y:, by Frederick W. Feinsinger, Sept. 15. 

Tetting, William, Immanuel, Sheboygan, Wis., 
by E. T. Schmidtke, Sept. 1. 


What’s Your Opinion? 


Please rank in order of your 
preference the pages in this issue 
of the WitTNess which you find 
most interesting. If you have 


time, state, in brief, reasons for 
your preference. 


7 
r= ars = 


Paste on a postal card and mail to 


LUTHERAN WITNESS 
P. O. Box 201 
St. Louis 1, Mo. 


not members of, Trinity. — Im. 


Zilz, Melvin, instructor at Detroit Lu’ | 
School East, in St. Peter, East Detroi | 
by Edwin E. Pieplow, Sept. 29. 

Zwintscher, Herman, instructor at | 
Luth. High School East, in St. Pet 
Na dee Mich., by Edwin E. Pieplo¥ 


| 
Official Notices | 


Rev. Emil Christian Lukas (W1ITNEg) 
17, 1956), having met all requiremen 
colloquy, is herewith declared eligiff 
a call. — THE COMMITTEE ON COLLOQUDD 
maAN A. Harms, Chairman. 


Rev. Janis Praulins, formerly a pa 
the Latvian Ev. Lutheran Church, no 
in Chicago, Ill., has applied for a coll¢ 
order to become eligible for a call in} 
— WatterR O. RatTHKE, President, | 
District. 


a call to another circuit. 


Rev. Elmer G. A. Rimpler, White Beal 
Minn., has been appointed Visitor 
St. Paul Circuit, North Minnetonka 
ence, to succeed Rev. E. Koberg, w 
cepted an appointment to Synod’s Boa 
Missions to the Deaf.— Ernst H. Sr 
President, Minnesota District. 


Nominations for the Presiden 
of the Proseminary 
in Porto Alegre, R.G.S., Braz 


Dr. Karl A. Rupp, by Cross and St. 
Porto Alegre; St. Matthew’s, Linha, 
Novembro; St. Paul’s, Vila Pratos; 
Povoado Machado; Redeemer, 4 
Irmaos; Peace, Rio de Janeiro; St. 
Novo Hamburgo; Zion, Getulio , 
Resurrection, Imbituva; Immanuel, 
Largo; St. John’s, Santa Rosa; Grama 

Prof. Arno Gueths, St. Matthew’ s, Sapi 
Holy Cross, Linha Silva Jardim; Chris 
Setembro; Trinity, Arabuta, Ss. Ca 
Trinity, Peabiru, Parana. i 

Rev. Arnaldo Schmidt, St. Paul’s, Linha F 

Rev. Arnaldo Schueler, Peace, Irati, Pe 
St. John’s, Tres Leguas. i 

Rev. Eduardo Sonntag, Christ, Linha L 

Rev. Martin Flor, Immanuel, Hulha Neg 

Dr. Martin Carlos Warth, St. Paul’s, 
do Meio; Conventos. 

Director Otto Goerl, Christ the Rede 
Canela. 

Rev. F. C. Otten, Zion, Santo Angelo; 
Mandaguari, Parana. { 

Rev. Rodolfo Warth, Santa Cruz do Sul. © 

Rev. Frederico Seide, Vargem Alegre, E. f 

Rev. George Wentzel, Bitu Mirim, Para 

Rev. Alfredo Hiiller, Solidez. 

Rev. George J. Miiller, Holy Cross, Sao. 
do Umbu; St. John’s, Sao Pedro;°* ¢ 
Santa Coleta. 
Additional recommendations and state 

of qualifications of any of these nomini 

objections to any nominee, with reason 
for, should be filed with the undersi 
within 30 days of the appearance of 
notice. — Rev. GerorceE J. MuELLER, Secre 
Board of Control, Rua Ernesto Fontoura 
Porto Alegre, R.G.S., Brazil. 


j 


Notice 

Synod’s Board for Missions in North 
South America has assumed owners 
Noticiero de la Fe (published in the Spa 
language), which will become the bo 
official monthly periodical in many o 
Latin-American countries. The magazi 
being enlarged and will be offered to 
scribers in North and South America for 
dollar a year. Gift subscriptions for m 
prospects whose names are on file at the 
lication office are also welcomed. Six ¢ 
postage per ounce from U.S. or Canada 
send your personal or gift subscription 
airmail to: Pror. Growcock, Apat 
1348, Monterrey, Mexico. 


Warning . 


A Mr. H———— M———,, giving 

Angeles address and claiming membersh 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Los Angeles 
been extracting sizable sums of money 
some of Synod’s pastors in Midwestern § 
He and his wife and two small chil 
traveling with him, are unknown ie 


Pastor. 


Wanted ie 


A number of registered nurses t 
new hospital, where nurses will hay 


THE LUTHERAN 


portunity to serve Christ and His 
yped. For details, write: Brrurspa 
Home, Personnel, Watertown Wis. 


7 Available 


rl 

German hymnals, for transportation 
— Grace LuTHERAN CHURCH, 607 Olive 

guin, Tex. 


German hymnals, for transportation 
.— St. Pavut’s LuTHeran CHuRCH, 1941 
ederick Rd., Baltimore 28, Md. 


MONTHLY REPORT 


Our Venture of Faith 


February 1—November 1, 1957 


Pei dgcstof Adress Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


, Henry C., 1515 S. Lake Barton Rd., COMMUNICANT CONTRIBUTED 
do: let Puasa ae % ‘ MEMBERS TO DATE 
ora. eeeem Alberta and British Columbia 122273 ..$._».35:907,.63 
er, Wilbur H., 730 E. Cherry, Cushing, Atlantic 68,054 346,760.69 
her, Theo. A., 321 Winsor St., Bound California and Nevada 26,030 172,503.00 
bos, ‘Joseph, 4 S. Solinsky, Sonora, Central 102,142 689,351.80 
lif Central Illinois 38,617 268,817.00 


alif. 
n, Prof. Walter A., 6914 Southland, 
. Louis 9, Mo Colorado 20,082 101,139.21 


atze, Walter H., 159 E. Wood Ave., Ray- 


jondville, Tex. Eastern 37,624 194,834.94 
; Gerald A., 24 Ash St., R.5, Box 528, English 81,284 442,370.10 


Florida-Georgia 8,548 41,430.68 
Iowa East 26,228 155,000.00 


isch, G. Kenneth, 205 W. Fremont St., 
rlington Heights, Ill. 
kley, Jon T., Apt. 3G, Springwood Vil- 


Be, Hyde SS eee es Iowa West 41,387 272,230.00 
es Ala, ee es One Kansas 31271 214,349.57 
ee eS. Davis, Cen- Manitoba and Saskatchewan 10,914 36,817.29 
er, Harlan, 1716 Lee Dr., Altus, Okla. Michigan 118,936 728,110.55 
ler, Reinhold J. 337 N. Onio, Salem, TI. Minnesota 115,266 586,607.82 
ae woiten J., 4567 Fair Ave., St. Louis Montana 6,396 30,034.71 
nekamp, | Bugene E., 529 Relief St., North Dakota 16,748 98,883.55 
eer) vou Box 792, Fallon, Nev. North Wisconsin 57,388 297,640.09 
abacker, Martin C., Jr., 1355 Hawthorne Northern Illinois 103,797 580,529.33 
il Aaron an Box, 122, Tigerton, Wis, Sughes Nebraska 32,551 149,944.07 
ets alMes Loy. Genoa, 010. : orthwest 30,591 206,571.87 
‘le, F k d, Lima, Oh ; ; 

zal Ph, $818 Walsh, St Louis 9, Mo, Oklahoma 10,752 77,072.19 
mie 3. eles A., 1613 W. 33d, Sioux Ontario 20,160 93,749.94 
nson, Jerrold R., Box 147, Sioux Rapids, South Dakota 19,705 86,373.28 
Eiborn, Frederick C., Wellsville, Mo. South Wisconsin 86,058 387,919.60 
pe son C., 608 S. 15th Ave., Southeastern 24,595 156,388.16 
- “arthur, R.1, Box 14, Gladstone, Southern f 14,094 66,000.01 
Bscn, Piiilal Wa. (a9 Eloebooth Ave. Southern California 38,131 IZ6533 517 
au Claire, Wis. Southern Illinois 25,245 158,790.58 
ay city Mite F., 1800 S. Kiesel St., Pa Nebraska ee ee 
Ss exas bis 157 
rs: > 

denbaum, Fred, 1708 S. Chilson, Bay Western 86,264 902,321557 
ber, Carl G., 220 Army Trail Rd., Addi- 1,384,579 $7,715,444.62 


ym, Ill. 

e, Ralph R., Homestead, Iowa : 

z Harold J., 2502 S. 19th, Saginaw, 
ich. 


Operating Requirements of Synod 


eS hi cand., 412 N. 1lith PIl., FOR PERIOD ENDING NEEDED BECESTED 
emann, Erhardt W., 404 Osage St., Bay February $ 1,183,333.33 $595,548.15 
Ser. Pr March 2,366,666166  ~ 1,326,427.32 


hnert, Prof. Theo., 600 Lathrop, Forest 
ark, Ill. 

s, Charles W., 84-42 63d Ave., Middle 
illage 79, L.I., N. Y. 

ie Wesley C., 1608 S. J St., Oxnard, 
alif. 

nke, Erlo H., R. 4, Stillwater, Minn. 
mueller, Wilbert W., 214 Martigney Dr., 
; Louis 23, Mo. 

dland, Clarence J., R. 1, Spring, Tex. 


April 

May 

Jurie 

July 
August 
September 


3,550,000.00 
A135, 09095 
5,916,666.66 
7,100,000.00 
82833333133 
9,466,666.66 


2,279,745.77 
3,367,714.58 
4,164,299.05 
5,067,285.54 
5,820,630.06 
6,578,256.58 


ee eet DE} October 10,650,000.00 —_7,806,624.82 


ig, Ramon L., R. 1, Lockport, N. Y. November 11,833,333.33 
December 13,016,666.66 


é 2 
Notice January 14,200,000.00 


\rticles, church news, announce- 

nts, obituaries, intended for publica- 

1 in the LurHEeRAN WItNEss, books 

review, and general correspondence 

uuld be addressed to the WITNEssS 

ice, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 
oO. 


Operating Statement 1956 1957 
Required, Feb. I—Nov. 1 —$_9,675,000.00 $10,650,000.00 
Received, Feb. 1—Nov. 1 7,014,010.98  7,806,624.82 


Budget Deficit $ 2,660,989.02 $ 2,843,375.18 
CHAS. E. GROERICH, ASSISTANT TREASURER 


ports of ordinations, installations, 


ications, anniversaries, and changes 
address of pastors and _ teachers 
d be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
eran Building, 210 North Broad- 


Faith dedicates dollars for the world task of the church 


(575) 23 


| THE 


_CONCORDIA 


| . PUBLISHING 3A RSE 


QUALITY GIFTS 


@ You can be proud to give 


By Thomas Coates 


PSALMS FOR TODAY 


Fifty-eight meditations selected from 
the Psalms. “It is not just another tradi- 
tional book of passive homilies, but 
challenging, informative, and generally 
helpful to an active American Christian. 
If you want Scripture-saturated medita- 
tions, this book is for you.” —WN. G. 
Anderson in Book News Letter. 128 
pages. Beautiful two-color gift binding. 
$2.00. Order No. 6W1071. 


)| NATIVITY SET 


Realistic-looking stable — from the thatched roof to the 
_ wooden crossbeams. Fifteen sturdy hand-painted figures 
finished in the new antique coloring. With lights only. 


_ Stable measures 1056! inches. Figures approximately 


| 21% inches — $6.50. Order No. 43W1012. With lights 
| and music box. Stable measures 12X6%2>834. Figures 


approximately four inches. $10.95. Order No. 43W1013. 


3558 South Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


i (Yo cover Pe: tial cost of postage—on all cash orders — 
_ please add 5 cents for each dollar of your total purchase.) 


| NAME - me? 


| GDRRESS ie Ao, 


ZONE —— STATE —___ 


iy 2 bright-red base. Between each pair of angels is a cand 


thoughtfulness twelve 


MY PRAYER BOOK 


Over 200 prayers for every season 
and circumstance of life. 

Available in three beautiful durable 
bindings, all with gift lettering and cross. 
239 pages. Cloth, $1.25; Order No. 
6W1067. Red leather, $5.75; Order 
No. 6W1068. White fabrikoid, $5.00; 
Order No. 6W1069. White fabrikoid with 
Marriage Record, $5.00; Order No. 
6W 1070. 


ADVENT WREATH 


Lf 


NEW! 

IMPORTED 

FROM 

WESTERN GERMANY 


Four dainty little angels (2 inches high) mountell ( 


holder. Makes a unique and striking table decoration 
well as Advent Wreath. Four %X2'%-inch candles i 
cluded. Base is 6 inches in diameter. Will fascinate yo 
and old alike. $2.50. Order No. 45W1121. | 


THIS AY MAC ie 


Only $3.00. Re- 
peats your Christmas 


times during the year. 


Each 64-page issue brings gorgeous full- 


color pictures, popular best sellers, personality “ig 
profiles, highlights of national sports events, ps 
travel sketches — plus timely helps for home- 
makers. ie 


One-year subscription $3.00. Two years, ° 
$5.50. Three years, $8.00. Each additional 
one-year Gift Subscription, $2.50. 4 

Order through vour church office, church } 
display, or directly an 1 the: coupon on the left. i, 


